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 I was a hypocrite, on my way to becoming a 
modern-day Pharisee. Then a new preacher seemed to 
provide answers for all those “problem” verses in the Bi-
ble that I had always wondered about. The lights came on 
in many areas of my mind and I began to sense a massive 
change within me. The undiluted, uncompromised mes-
sage of grace that was being preached chipped away at the 
law-based mindset and framework of rituals I had set up 
to try and manipulate God to approve of me. We tell un-
believers and sinners that the only thing they need to do to 
be saved is to believe in Jesus Christ. But once they start 
coming to church, we change our story and tell them that 
they’d better stop doing this or that thing or God will pun-
ish them. This book is an account of topics and doctrines 
that I have struggled with as I’m still recovering from the 
damage done to me by religion over more than 2 decades 
of my life. 
 Empowerment Grace is that supernatural ena-
bling which allows us to do things that are beyond our 
natural ability or effort. You cannot see the Promised 
Land while living in the land of slavery. Abraham lied 
about his wife Sarah twice, alleging that she was his sis-
ter, to both pharaoh and king Abimelech (Gen 12: 10-20, 
20). God didn’t rebuke him, but instead rebuked both the 
pharaoh and the king! This was because God had estab-
lished a covenant with Abraham, but not the pharaoh nor 
the king. God blessed Abraham regardless of his level of 
obedience. There was no moral standard to live up to be-
fore the Law of Moses was introduced 430 years later. 
God declared Abraham to be righteous simply because he 
believed God.  
 Israel’s transgression was their persistent unbe-
lief in the goodness of God. Instead, they decreed that 
“All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be 
obedient” (Ex 24:7). They agreed to something they could 
never do and if God hadn’t punished them for their sins, 
He would have been in breach of His side of the covenant.  
God’s church has now become spiritual Israel. “For he is 
not a Jew who is one outwardly, but he is a Jew who is 
one inwardly” (Rom 2:28-29). Righteousness wasn’t just 
given to us. We BECAME righteousness! “For He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be-
come the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor 5:21). 
 Once Jesus had fulfilled the law and the proph-
ets, the law could pass away. He fulfilled all the Old Tes-
tament laws and their legal requirements. The moment the 
obligations of a contract are fulfilled, a person is free 
from it! Since the law is not of faith (Gal 3:12) and any-
thing that is not of faith is sin (Rom 13:23), those who try 

to be justified by their own good works and try to live up 
to the moral code of the law are actually living in sin!  
It is common knowledge that if a person goes to their at-
torney to draw up a new testament or to make changes to 
their current one, the old one is rendered invalid.  
 Those who believe in this gospel of grace will be 
persecuted by those who want to be justified by their own 
works (Gal 4). Some of Jesus’ statements made before the 
cross may seem contrary to what Paul preached after the 
cross. For example, under the New Covenant we don’t 
need to forgive others in order to receive our own for-
giveness. Because the law was nailed to the cross with 
Jesus, there is no more law to break. We need to train our 
mind to agree with what has already happened in our spir-
it. As we think God’s thoughts, our minds are transformed 
as our old sinful thought patterns begin to starve. Even 
though we may reap earthly consequences for our actions, 
God will never punish us for our mistakes since all our sin 
was punished in the body of Christ--past, present, and 
future. A believer is a spirit with a soul that lives in a 
body. Our spirit is completely righteous and holy and, 
since we ARE a spirit, we have been made the righteous-
ness of God! Sanctification is a process of aligning our 
mind and body with this truth. 
 Legalistic Jews had convinced the Galatian 
Christians that they couldn’t be right with God by only 
believing in what Jesus had done. The same lie is being 
propagated today to get the Lord to accept people, answer 
their prayers, or bless them. No amount of holy living or 
law keeping could move us out of our fallen state in first 
Adam. We were stuck there and the only way to be saved 
was to put or faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 10:9-10). 
Likewise, the moment we come into the last Adam (Jesus 
Christ), no amount of bad behavior or “unholy” living can 
move out us of this position of perfect righteousness. In 
essence we can do whatever we want, because if the Holy 
Spirit is really living inside us, we will want to do good! 
Since our spirits have been forever made righteous, God 
is forever pleased with us regardless of our behavior. God 
sees the perfect obedience of His beloved Son whenever 
He looks as us. God does not count any of our sins (past, 
present or future) against us. 
 In both the period before the law and the period 
after the law (Rom 5:13) God did not punish people for 
their sins. When God chased Adam and Eve out of the 
Garden, He was protecting them. If they had stayed and 
eaten from the Tree of life they would have continued to 
live forever, but in an everlasting state of sinfulness. 
Cain’s actions caused him to be cursed from the earth 
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(Gen 4:11), perhaps even hated by people, but he wasn’t 
cursed by God. Despite Israel’s murmuring and complain-
ing in the desert, God always provided for them. He never 
punished or killed a single person who believed in Him. 
But after Israel had received the law, we see a drastic 
change. They then had to obey its requirements perfectly 
in order to be blessed and accepted by God, for they had 
to relate to God on the basis of their own level of obedi-
ence to the law. God didn’t punish people for their trans-
gressions from Adam up until when He gave Israel the 
law, because during that period there was nothing to 
measure their level of obedience against. Just as back 
then, so now there is no law for God to measure our per-
formance against.  Sin is not imputed when there is no law 
(Rom 5:13). Where there is no transgression, there is no 
punishment, [although we may still suffer the conse-
quences of our actions]. 
 From the parable of the prodigal son we see that 
the older brother, when he saw his Father showering love 
on a person that didn’t deserve it, like many Christians 
today, became angry and resentful. This is what being 
under the law does to us. The only way to fall out of grace 
is by trying to observe the law, not by stumbling (Gal 
5:4). When we sin, we fall into grace (Rom 5:20). [If peo-
ple don't ask, "Shall we continue to sin?" then you aren't 
preaching the true gospel of grace (Rom 6:1)].  
 In broad terms the book of Hebrews is a sum-
mary of the superiority of the New Covenant over the 
Old. When reading any Bible verse, we have to know 
under which covenant it falls. There were largely 3 im-
portant periods in the Bible: 1st from the Garden of Eden 
up to Mount Sinai where the law was given; 2nd from 
Mount Sinai up to the cross, what we know as the Old 
Covenant; and 3rd from the cross onwards, what we know 
as the New Covenant. We could call these periods pre-
law, law, and grace. After Pentecost and the early church, 
then came religion with its rules, regulations and tradi-
tions and swept the earth for almost 1500 years of what 
we know as the Dark Ages. With few exceptions, devel-
opment in technology, arts, literature and science slowed 
down significantly because religion doesn’t limit itself 
just to the church—it influences all of society and en-
grains itself into all aspects of humanity. 
 Most theologians claim that with the reformation 
and the restoration of the knowledge of God’s goodness 
brought about the end of the Dark Ages. Religion was 
what started it, and it was the destruction (or partial de-
struction) of religion that ended this sad period of human 
history. We are still battling with the remnant of almost 
1500 years of people being bashed with the laws of the 
Bible to bring them under the fear and control of man. 

They insist that the truth of the grace message be taught 
with a healthy dose of law mixed in to warn “weak” 
Christians against the perils of sinning. How ironic is it 
that the Bible actually teaches us that sin doesn’t increase 
through grace, but through the law (Rom 5:20)? Grace 
actually came to remove the sin that was made more 
abundant through the law. So, for someone to say that 
grace is a license to sin, it simply exposes their ignorance 
of grace.  
 There is not one verse in the entire New Cove-
nant that calls a born-again believer a “sinner.” We do not 
have to battle a sinful nature anymore; the battle is now in 
our minds. If we train and discipline our minds to line up 
with the desires of the divine spirit inside, old habits and 
thought patters will begin to starve. We read the Bible, go 
to church, pray, and worship to renew our minds, not to 
earn God’s acceptance, because God is already pleased 
with us. Temptation appeals to our body and soul (mind), 
but not to our born-again spirit man. The mind can be 
affected and influenced (trained) by the spirit to learn 
obedience, but the spirit can never be influence by the 
mind because it has been made 100% righteous by God 
and can never be corrupted (Rom 6:14). 
 Since Abraham tithed before the law, practiced 
circumcision, and sacrificed animals, should we do the 
same today? Of course not! Abraham gave 10% of the 
loot he had won from a war--once! It’s therefore inaccu-
rate to assume this serves as an example for us to give 
away 10% of our income every month. Jacob said that he 
would only give after God had given to him first. Teach-
ing people to tithe out of Malachi 3 is Old Covenant Law! 
Remember that the entire Bible was written for us, but not 
everything in the Bible was written to us. This is law 
based because it teaches that only if people do their part 
then God will do His part. When we sow into a ministry 
that promotes law motivated living, we are sowing into a 
ministry that produces death, since the Bible calls the law 
a ministry of death (2 Cor 3:7). We can trust that God is 
always good and that He will always bless and love us, 
regardless whether we give our entire salary away or if we 
don’t give a cent.  
 After defeating the devil at the cross and strip-
ping him of his authority, God reappointed man to the 
position as ruler of the earth (the position Adam had lost), 
along with the authority to trample on Satan and his de-
mons (Luke 10:19). Apart from being born from a virgin, 
Jesus had no advantage over any believer. Even though 
He was always the divine Son of God, He restrained His 
divinity so that everything He did, all the miracles and 
wonders, He did as a normal man. The devil was stripped 
of his authority over 2000 years ago and the only power 
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that he now has is illegal. The devil can only get away 
with what we allow him to. 
 The law was given to stimulate our sinful nature 
so that we become more aware of it (Rom 5:14). Its pur-
pose was to show mankind the depth of our depravity. He 
wanted us to be more conscious of our sin and our utterly 
sinful nature.  
 Many Christians say that sanctification is living 
a “holy” lifestyle and becoming more effective for God. 
They say we have to “work out” our own salvation, mis-
quoting Philippians 2:12. “Working out” means to “figure 
out” how beautiful, complete and wonderful our salvation 
is. 
 Two verses in the New Testament (James 5:16 
and 1 John 1:9) deal with confessing sin and both are 
mostly misunderstood. James does not instruct us to con-
fess to God, but to each other. The only transgressions for 
which we as New Covenant believers may still need for-
giveness is from the people we have sinned against. God 
has already forgiven us for these. 
 1 John 1:9 should be read in the context of the 
rest of this book written to a group of believers whose 
ranks had been infiltrated by Gnostics (who believe that 
both creation and the Creator are flawed, a movement out 
of which the Mormons have arisen). Remnants of these 
teachings were still confusing some. 1 John 1:9 was not a 
command for people to grovel in sack cloth and ashes. It 
was simply a statement to contradict the false teachings of 
the Gnostics. We know that John is talking to unbelievers 
because he addresses those who are walking in darkness 
(v 6), who need to be purified from all unrighteousness (v 
9) and who, by insisting that they have never sinned, are 
making God out to be a liar (v 10). Countless doctrines 
have been formulated by the modern church about con-
fessing our sins to God, all based on this one verse. There 
are no other verses in the entire New Covenant that back 
up this theory! It’s even more remarkable when we realize 
that this verse was not intended for Christians!  
 If people believe that they need to be “genuine” 
with God about their mistakes, then they should act in 
faith, because without faith it is impossible to please God 
(Hebrews 11:6). It takes faith to believe we are forgiven, 
loved, holy, perfect and righteous, even after we have 
messed up. Under the Old Covenant God dealt with peo-
ple on the basis of their external behavior, their level of 
obedience to the law. The only people Jesus talked “law” 
with were those who were heavy handed with it. The law 
has been preached in modern times at a reduced level and 
mixed with grace to make it sound “nice” and acceptable. 
People are not as gracious as God; we need to maintain 

“good works” if we want to preserve our relationships 
with people, but not with God.  
 The power of sin is the law (1 Cor 15:56). It is in 
our efforts to be holy that our greatest downfall awaits. 
God is not in the punishing business anymore. It is the 
goodness of God that leads to repentance, not a fear of 
punishment (Rom 2:4). Atheists and sinners are not our 
enemies, but our friends, because if God loves them then 
how can we not? The purpose of a command in the New 
Covenant is not to measure obedience, because this puts 
us back under the law. Whenever the Bible (after the 
cross) talks about a sinner, it speaks about a person that 
has not been born again. (John 3:9) Whoever has been 
born of God cannot sin, because their identity is based on 
the finished work of the cross! Because New Covenant 
believers are no longer under the law, they can’t essential-
ly break the law and therefore can no longer sin, certainly 
no sin that they can be judged or condemned for, “for 
where there is no law, there is no transgression” (Rom 
4:15b). They are not committing sins, but rather “works 
of the flesh” (Gal 5:19-21). Sanctification means living 
from our position in Christ. When we try to become more 
holy, we go back under the law and open the door for 
condemnation to come in. The works of God are to be-
lieve in Him whom He sent (John 6:29).  

[Israel’s transgression was their persistent unbelief in the 
goodness of God. After Pentecost and the early church, 
then came religion with its rules, regulations and tradi-
tions and swept the earth for almost 1500 years of what 
we know as the Dark Ages. The reformation and the res-
toration of the knowledge of God’s goodness brought 
about the end of the Dark Ages. We know that John is 
talking to unbelievers in 1 Jn 1:9 because he addresses 
those who are walking in darkness (v 6), who need to be 
purified from all unrighteousness. This verse was not in-
tended for Christians! Whenever the Bible (after the 
cross) talks about a sinner, it speaks about a person that 
has not been born again. (John 3:9) 


